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Pg HE extracrd naty Merits of the Earl of Fſſex, the high 
; ; Dignities chat he enjoy ed, and the great Favour the Queen 


had ſo often ſhewn him, were Matter of different Specu- 
oP =: tations to thoſe who were Spectators of his ſudden Fall 
They well knew that the Queen had conferr'd upon him tte. great 
© * Fon0urs of the Kingdom; and that even at the time of his Fall, he 
ra; General of her Army againſt the, Earl of Tyroe, who had rais'd 
a Rebellion in Ireland: Aud yet ſo very powerful were his Enemies, 
that all bis Precautions were in vain; heſaw, but could not avert 
bis Fate: for after all his ſtrenuous Efforts, he was conſin'd à priſo- 
rer in his own Houſe. And they who were afraid he wou'd one Day 


over-top er: all, reſolu'd ty cruſh him at once. 
But tho' the Earl of Ef had indeed done great Services by his 
Voalcur, to the State; and the Queen wanted neither Wiſdom to d'i- K 
cern it, nor Goodueſs toreward it, yet did the Earl's Advancement 
proceed from a more ſecret Cauſe, infomuch that if he Had never # 
fignaliz'd himſelf by his great Actions, yet had the Queen retain d 
ch a Kindneſs for him, as had plac'd him in her Thoughts above 
all the reſt of her Subjects; and that before he could ptetend to any 
King by his Services. 
EL @ueen Elizabeth was indeed arriv'd to a Pitch of Glory above 
"Trewvomen in that Age, not only for her high Digdity, but allo 
for thoſe extraordinary Qualities of her Mind, her Courage, her 
Wiſdom and ver Conduct: But all theſe were ſo far from being Proct 
againſt the Power ot ,ove, that they made that Paſſion burn more 
fiercely : And this it was that made her have ſo great a Tenderie!s 
for this unfortunate Earl, when he appear'd as a Criminal: This it 
was that warded off the Blow ſo long, when the Hand of Juſtice was 
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held up againſt him. For however he happen'd to fall under her Diſplea- 
ſure, yed ſhe was ſo far from taking Delight in his Sufferings, that ſhe 
conceiv'd an Abhorrence cf choſe mercileſs Maxims that oppos'd her ſof- 
ter Iaclinations. Is 4 
But the Queen conld not for bear loving, yet ſhe uſed all imaginable 
Caution to prevent the Diſcovery of that Peſſion it was not in hei Powe 
er to conceal; this made her keep her Bed, ard admit of ro Company, 
Lut that of the Counteſs of IVorr:ngham + Betore her ſhe freely gave Vent 
to her Tears, the Cauſe whereof the Counteſs could only cenſecture. She 
had indeed entertam'd ſome Snſpicions of the Queen's Paſſi-ns for Fs, 
and therefore thought herſelf more thau a little concern'd to find out the 
Myſtery. But this was ſuch a tender Point as was to be dofe with a 
great deal of Caution; and therefore the Counteſs thought it beſt to ſay 
but little. But the Queen's Grief was too extream to he kept in; and 
her Sighs, and frequent repeating of E his Name, confirn'd the 
Counteſs of the Truth of what before ſhe could not be aſfured of: But the 
Counteſs had that Command over herſelf, that it was not difficult for 
her to conceal her being concern'd in that Adventure. So that ſeeming 
only ſenſible of the Queen's Diſquiet, ſhe enceavour'd bv all means to 
comfort her; putting her in Mind how ſerviceable her Vertue might be 
to her, that Vertue which had ſo long reader'd her the Wonder of the 
World, e Bt 
Ah Madam, (ſaid the Queen, interrupting the Counteſs) you do ner 
yet know me; the Force I have long put upon myfeif, has made you chink perhaps 
that the Height of my Spirit bas rais'd the above the Irfirmitics of Natme , and: 
the Greatneſs of my T tp bet fecurd me from tie Troubles Life: But alas! 
the Caſe is otherwiſe; For pa Elizabeth i 4 Slave to Ley ealneſt; and has a 
this while but ſacriſic a to. Reputation, all the Nutte, her 8 ou, and Happintis 
of her Days : *Tis high time, Madam, to reveal 1 Ay ſt. %: Nas my Heart” 
is ſenſible and ſuſceptible of the deepe Imp: iffions And what 1 have in . 
pearance condemn'd moſt, is perhaps the only . ing that has mot Power 040 . 
The Earl of Eſſex is no leſs famous for the Victery £air'd over wy Heart, than 
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for his Treaſon againit me And 7 nho hart u tirtainꝰd the Freed: nf ay oct, 


and preſerv d the Liberty of my ffution from ſebnitting to the Lffrts of at 
- the Princes of Europe, and the greats! of my Subjetis bare nam the Ar- 
tune to find my Jnclinations violent ſway d in Favour of a Perſon 4 Dr grateſul 
es Faithleſs. Tou kvom what I have done to raiſe him, nor can you be ignorant 
how i he hath requited me by his Crimes: A Alan who being Governour of Ire- 
land, General of my Army, in quiet Peſſeſſiun of the beſt Offices of my r:0dom, 
and Maſter of my Affection; yer could rot forvear conſpiring again ther Ayu 
thority I was too much inclimd to give him @ Shure of: Ana per haps age A 
Life I took no other Pl: iſure in, hut the Opportunity I bad by it, 70 m. le His bas 
Y. Thus far the Queen proceeded; but it was wat in her Porrer tn 
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ezrry on her Difcourſe any farther. But the Counteſs finding ſhe had 


more than an ordinary .Intereſt therein was ſo much the more willing to 


have it continu'd: And therefore under Pretence of comforting the 


Q:cen, Trevail'd with her to declare herſelf farther. 


Wo, no, Madam, ſaid the Queen in Reply to what tlie Cruntels ſaid) 3 1 


Theres n Hope of Comfort for me, if the Earl of Eſſex dye; you may eaſily gut ß, 
by what his Impriſonment bath done, what I am like to be reduc'd to by his Death: 
For thougò I abhor his Crimes, I have a Kindneſs for his Perſon ; which makes 
ne afraid, that as have been fo fooliſh to let him know it, I ſhall pardon him all, 
Tus are ignorant of lus Carriage towards me; and perhaps my Affection will as 
rafiy fiad Excuſcs for his Ingratitude, as it did for my Kindneſs, I will give 
you the Relation of it; but I conjure you to fhew me ſoplainly the Shame I haveex- 
pas'd my ſelf to, by my Paſſion, that I may now prevail with my ſelf. to abandon 
ihe mot wngrateful of Men, to the Rigour of his Fate. | | 

I ſhall not need to give you any Account of Matters foreign to my pre- 
ent Deſign, nor ſhew the Intereſt of England any other ways than as the 
Zarl of Ef-x is concern'd in it. Let it ſuffice that upon the Death of my 
Siſter, | obtain'd the Poſſeſſion of the Throne, was belov'd and ador'd by 
my People, and happy even beyound my Hopes, But a high Station is 
not always attended with the moſt pleaſant Enjoyments : For that ſoft 
Repoſe of which I had ſo pleaſing a Proſpect in the beginning of my 
Reign, ble over in a little time to a more tempeſtuous Seaſoh, 

Being eſtabliſh'd on the Throne, I found my Court was quickly filled 
with Suitors of the higheſt Rank, Princes contending who ſhouldmeritbeſt 
the Choice, twas in my Power to make both a Husband and a King at once. 
Thoſe that 1 thought had moſt Right to pretend to it, were the Earls of 


Samerſet, Leiceſter, Arundel, and Hertford, But ſinding my ſelf uneaſie i 


through their Importunities, I was forc'd to let them know, I-deſign'd 
only to be married to a ſingle Life; and the better to content ein, b ad- 
vanc'd 'em by conſiderable Employments ; with which they were ſo well 
fatistied, that three of them renounc'd thoſe Hopes they had made ſome 
Pretenſions to. But Leiceſter, whoſe Flame or Ambition was greater (or 
at leaſt more conſtant) than the reſt, would not ſo ſoon part with his 
Pretenſions, but ſtill flatter'd himſelf with-the Hopes of ſucceeding at 
iſt, But he hoped in vain; Fate had forbid the Banes, and my Affe- 
tiogs run in another Channel. | 
as then the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland rebell'd, that 
--* the Earl of Eſex ſignaliz'd himſelf againſt *em, and making about that 
time his firſt Appearance at Court, ſoon became acceptable to me, and 
rteas q me before he knew it, | 
And although thoſe that fitſt preſented him to me, ſufficiently com- 
mended bim, i was too well perſa aded of his Merit, to need any of their 
e, for } no ſooner ſaw kim, but 1 behgld him as an extraordinary 


r 


Perſon; and thought him the more ſo, to affect him ſo much at the ſight 
The Reception I gave him was anſwerable to his Merit; and the Ac- 
knowledgments he made me were ſuch as became him; which made me 


fo much indulge my Inclination. | 


*Twas from the Moment that Lſaw him firſt, that I may date the Loſs. 


of my Repoſe, and then twas I became firſt acquainted with that Unea- 
ſineſs which before J had beena Stranger to: And tho' I made the utmoſt 
Efforts to reſiſt it, yet I was fyrc'd to acknowledge the Cauſe. And all 
the Oppoſition I made, ſerv'd only to make the Triumphs of his Victory 
the more illuſtrious. But it is impoſlible for any to comprehend the Diſ- 


order I found in my Breaſt, unleſs it be thoſe that are acquainted with 


the Reſeatments of a great Soul, jealous of its Repntation, and yet 
compell'd to give it up to the Power of ungovernable Paſſion, I could not 
look off of him, and yet was afraid leſt my Eyes ſhould diſcover my Weak- 
neſs to the World. And when: I ſhun'd the fight of his Eyes, I carry'd. 
the Idea of his Perſon in my Heart; And though I was angry with my 
ſelf for what I did, yet ſo violently had Love ſeiz'd my Heart, that in 


vain Il ſummon'd the Aſſiſtance of my Reaſon to deface it. So that I inſen- 


fibly gave up myſelf as a Captive to thoſe powerful Inclinations which 
had made meentertain-ſuch kind and ſpleaſing Idea's of the Perſon of ths 


Earl of Eſſex, And making uſe of the Services he had done me againſt 


the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, .and the Merits of his Fa- 


ther, as a Ground for my Favour, that ſo the true Cauſe of it might not 
fr be diſcover'd, I made him Knight of the Garter, and Maſter of the Horſe, 


and one of myprivy Council, though he was then under Age. 


Thus was I conſtrain'd, that F might indulge my Weaknels, to ſmo- 


ther the Dictates of Reaſon; and heap up freſh Honours upon him, that 


1 might cheriſh my kind Inclinations for him ; for the higher I advanc'd 


wr him, the nearer he was to my Perſon, and the more Opportunity I had 


to gratifie the Complaiſance I had for him, And how ungratetal ſozver 
I have found him ſince, he then appear'd to me all kind and laaguiſhiapg; 


And if it was not ſo, yet I had Tenderneſs enough for him to make ſack: - 


a Conſt ruction of his minuteſt Actions, 
But notwithſtanding all my Actiſice, I could not blind the Earl of Li- 
ceſter's jealous Eyes, who ſoon 1ook'd upon the Earl of Eftx, as a Perſon 


of ſufficient Merit to croſs his Preteafions ; and therefore he made it his 
Buſineſs to ſupplant him; which I quickly perceiv'd, and preſently fore 
ſaw the fatal Conſequences my Kindaeſs might create between two ſach-: 


conſiderable Perſons: So that I was force to diſſemble a greater Con» 
plaiſance ſor Leiceſter, than I was wont to ſhew.him, that my real Rind- 
neſs for Ex might be leſs diſcovet'd. 


And now the King of Sweden, the Empercur f ot his. S0, 204 the O.gze 
f Azjou, made their ſeyeral Courts to me; which. tuobzh record. 


— 
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with that Reſpect as became me; yet | ſo order'd the Matter, that their 
Ambaſſadors went home without any Fruit of their Ambaſſy, © > . 
But hitherto the real Motives of my refuſing Marriage with theſe Prin. 
ces, has remain'd unknown, having never diſcover'd it till now: Hoy. 
ever the Interpretations that the World was pleas'd to make of it, tend- 
ed to the increaſe of my Glory: And | was admir'd for my Contempt of 
Love, even then when | was an untortunate Subject of the Power thereof. 
However, my Averſion for Foreign Alliances, revir'd the Earl of Lei- 
ceſter's declining Hopes; and even Eſer himſelf feem'd over-joy'd there. 
at: Not (ſaid he, as I was told atterwards) bat that the Qudcen acts diſ. 
creetly in all fhe docs; and her Choice, bad fhe made one, had been decent and 
ja: But that I think her ſo fit to Reign alone, that I could not, without txtream 
Trouble, ſee her ſhare her Authority with a Hucband, who perhaps wowd in time 
be ber faſter, The Conſtruction I made of the Earl of Efſix's Zeal, was 
very agreeable to me, and the Deſign I had of Engaging his Affections; 
which I fo paſſionately deſir'd, that I believ'd it accompliſn'd. And that 
*:was the Slight I put upon Kings, was the only thing that with- held him 
from declaring his Paſſion. | 39 5 e 
Soon after 1 had another Royal Suitor; for the Duke of Alanſon, tho 
his Brother had been refuſed, reſolv'd to try his Fortune alſo; and that 
his Addreſſes might be Effectual, -wou'd needs come himſelf: nor cou'd 1 
deny my Conſent for his Voyage to London: When, after all the Advan- 
tages, he pleaded in his Fayour, the Earl of Eſex loſt not.the Aſcendant 
he had over me; nay, he gain'd more upon me by that Prince's ſtay ia 
Euglanu; for he was always at my Elbow; not but that the Earl of Lei- | 
ceſter alſo attended me with as much Diligence, tho' not with the ſame © 7 
Regard from me. In fine, I brought ſo many ObjeQions againſt the 8 
i 
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Du te of Aanſon's Deſign, that he was conſtrain'd to give it over, and | 
yet he return'd without any Cauſe of Complaint. 474 
After the Death of the Queen of Scots, the King of Spain enter'd _* 
into a League with the Pope againſt me; and having declar'd againſt 
my Right to the Crown, they joyntly endeavour'd to pull it from my 
Head. For the Spaniards made themſelves Maſters of Daventer, and the 
Duke of Parma laid Siege to Slyys. I then thought it high time to pro- 
vide for defending my Realms; ſo that the Earl of Leiceſter was ſent away 
with all the Nobility of the Kingdom, in the Head of a numerous Army; 
and the Earl of Eſſex was one of the firſt to follow him. And tho? I ſcarce © © 
knew how to let him go, yet was I unwilling the Man I had ſuch a Kind- 
neſs for, ſhould be idle at Home, hen an Opportunity offer'd by glori- 
ous Actions abroad, to merit the Tenderneſs | had for him. 85 
It will be Time miſ-ſpent to relate all the Circumſtances of a War, 
which perhaps you may be well enough inform'd of; nor does it con- 
cern what I am deſirous to relate to you. Let it ſuffice therefore to ſay, 


That 


Wiad having favour'd our fide. | 

When the Generals of my Army arriv'd at London, I was carry'd in 
Triumph to St. Pauls: Where I muſt bluſn toown, That my Joy to ſee 
the Earl of Eſſex, was greater than that for the Victory over our Enemies. 


And amongſt all the numerous Perſons of ſeveral Ranks, I cou'd eaſily 


diſtinguiſh-the Per ſon of the Earl; on whom my Eyes were always fixt, 
unleſs ſometimes to blind the Earl of Leiceſter, I caſt a Look on him. 

It was not long after this Expedition, the Earl of E fell into fo 
deep a Melancholy, and I was the firſt that took notice of it, and gheſs'd 
it the Effect of ſome Paſſion he was unwilling to diſcloſe, and fancy'd my 


ſelf to be the Object of it; and ſometimes ſecretly wiſn'd he.wou'd have 


taken the Boldneſs to declare himſelf. But the Confuſion of ſuch a De- 
claration, and the Conſequeace of it, ſoon made me change my Mind, 
And yet (ſo variouſly my Mind was agitated) I fcarce cou'd tell what to 
reſolve upon) nor even what to wiſh: I knew l had a mighty Tendernets 


for Eſſex, and fain I wou'd have had him anſwer'd mine with a reciprocal 


Affection. And this was all the Reſolution I con'd come to. | 
But ſtill the Earl of Efex had a Cloud upon his Brows; aad *twas a 


Grief to me to ſee him Grieve ; and fancying {ill my ſelf to be the Cauſe, 


I was' impatient till I knew the Certainty, and cou'd receive no Satisfa- 
Aion till he had declar'd himſelf. He wanted not an Opportunity to do 
it, having full Liberty of free Acceſs to me. But, that I might not too 
much expoſe my Reputation, by forcing of him to declare his Paſſian, I 
made a ſhew of having an extream Deſign to favour-Leicefer, who upon 
his late Victories, had entertained freſh Hopes. 

Aud therefore, to bring this about, as the Earl of Efex came one Day 
to thank me for the Government of Ireland, which I but lately had be- 
ſtow'd upon him: I was reſoly'd to make uſe of that Opportunity to 
bring about what I deſign'd. And, as he was-a making his Acknowledg- 


ments, Ay Lord, (ſaid I) you have uo need to enlarge your ſelf on what 7 4 


already well aſſur d of. 1 take a Delight in your Advancement; and only deſire 


I cou'd ax eaſily remove your Melancholy, as 1 am pleas'd to give you 4 nem Te. 
ftimony of the Senſe 1 have of your Services, Tou may in your Turn oblige e, 


(added 1 who am falleninto@vroubleſome Conjuncture; and find æ more than or- 
dinary Difficulty in reducing my Aſfctions into a Conit lianct with the Decr(ſiry 
of State. It priſſes me hard to provide England & King; becauje th: Choice is 


difficult, and I have no mind to make it among Foreigners. You are Diſcret, an 


(1 have ſome Reaſon to believe ) not the lea#t Loving of my Subitts. I wil take 


your. Advice, ſpeak your Mind freely, which of my Subjects it is, that you thin 


moit worthy of this high Dignity. 


When I had-ſaid-this, I xd my Eyes upon him with ſo kind and lan- 
Buſting a Look, as wou'd hays. inſpir'd the. maſt Feacful with Buldgcfsy . 
and 
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That Heaven fignaliz'd the Juſtice of our Cauſe by its Succeſs, the very 
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And 1 cov'd not but take notice, that there was in his Eyes an extraordi- 
nary Emotion, and all the Symptoms of ſome important Secret ready to 
ve deliver'd. The Point indeed appear'd tender, but all Things flatter'd 
my Imagination, that it wou'd be what I wiſh'd it. 
War Majeſty's Reſolution (anſwer'd the Earl) will render a Man more 
Glorious by the Quality of your Huoband, than of the greateſt Monarch upon 
Earth. Remember (aid I) that I expect not a Panegyrick, but Advice from 
yon And that your Buſineſs at preſent is to Nominate the Man I am to make 
King, and not to commend his good Fortune in being ſo, The Buſineſs is ſo nice 
Madam, (reply'd the Earl) 1 dare not ſpeak my Mind, tho your Majeſty 4 
requires it, Did you know (ſaid I) what moves me to this Confidence in you, * 
you would perhaps expreſs your ſelf with à great deal more freedom, But, becauſe z 
to bring you to it, I muſt advance further, Tell me whether you think the Earl of 
[Leiceſter deſerves to be your Prince? The Earl of Leiceſter, (anſwer'd he) 
35 well born, and a Perſon of great Merit, and will anſwer the Honour your Ma- 
jeſty intends him, Is that all you have to ſay to me? (ſaid I.) Ab! Madam, 
(anſwer'd he with a Sigh, which made me expect ſomething more plea= 
ſing) 1 ſhould have more to ſay to you for my ſelf, than the Earl of Leiceſter. EY 
What binders you ? (ſaid I.) The Reſpect I vave for your Majeſty, (anſwerd MM 
he.) 1 am in Love, Madam; and tis not a thing futing to make my Queen 
my Confident. I bluſh'd at theſe Words, and was in a mind not to pro- 
ceed further; but when I look'd upon him, it was impoſſible for me 
not to declare my Weakneſs : and therefore I thus reply'd to what ne 
| faid laſt : I have that Value for you, my Lord, that I find no Averſion tc be 
ef your Counſel, Weil, Madam, ſince you will have it ſo, reply'd he, 1 mut 
acquaint you, that I am mot paſſionately enamour d with the Counteß of Rut- 
land: and that I cannot Live, without jour Majeſty conſents that ſhe ſhall make 
me Hapſy. BE 
It is not eaſie to gheſs how much I was confounded at the defeating 
of my Hopes by this Explication ; having flatter'd my ſelf, that it was 
me he wou'd have nam'd, as the Object of his Paſſion: It was then, that 
I ſtood in need of all the Haughtineſs of my Nature; and I had enough 
to do with all its Aſſiſtance, to keep me from diſcovering more Weak- 
neſs to the Earl, than he had ſhew'd Paſlion for his Miſtreſs. But his 
Tranſport was fo great, that it hinder'd him from perceiving mine; ſo 
that he was ignorant of the Wound he had given me: But making my 
Grief give place to my Glory, 1 diſſembled my ſelf ſerene and uncon- 
cern'd, notwithſtanding I labour'd under all the Confuſton and Trouble 
imaginable: And therefore, putting on all the Aſſurance I was capable 
of, I reply to him, Ton have made a good Choice; and the Counteſs. of Rut- # 
land deſerves the Kindneſs you profeſs for her. Madam, reply'd he, with an | 
Air of Complaiſance in his Looks, which added to my Grief, Te have f 


done wore fir me, in epprovirg of my Pſion for the Connteſs of Rutland, than 4 
| 308 | 
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you cold have done, had you procur'd me the _—_— the Univerſe. It is your 
Deſire then, added I, with a Sigh that proceeded from Deſpair, that 7 
ſbou'd give her to you? 1 deſire any thing, ſaid he, that may preſerve me from 
dying for Love of her. Go your way then, (ſaid 1, to be rid of him, and 
that | might eaſe my ſelf of the inſupportable Conſtraint I labour'd un- 
der) Be ofſur'd I will concern my ſelf in your Amour; in time you will know it. 
But take heed you give not the Earl of Leiceſter the leaſt Inti mation of the Se- 
erct I have imparted only to you, Not before I have order from your Majeſty 

anſwer'd he) to congratulate his Huppineſs, and pay him the Devoirs of an 
affect ionate Subject. . 

Theſe laſt Words he prondunc'd with ſuch an Air of Satisfaction, as 
wou'd have mide you for ever have abhorr'd him, tor his Ingratitude: For 
my Condition was now become fo altogether deſperate, that 1 found it 

extreamly difficult to re- aſſum the Uſe of that Reaſon which | had almoſt 
loſt in the Intanglement of jeilouſie, Love and Anger. Bat it was but 
jaſt upon me: My ſelf being the Author of my on Misfortunes; ia cal- 
ling the Counteſs of Rutlaud to Court after the Death of her Husbaud. 
73 When I ought to have conſider'd, that the Splendor of her Beauty added 
to the Charms of her Youth, not being then any more than fixtezna Yeurs 
old, were ſufficient to carry away the Prize of Love from all Competi- 
by tors. Yet I never took notice of any particular Regard the Earl of Ex 
ov had for her, above the other Ladies of the Court, he making Viſits to 
ber, no more than unto them. But their Amour was myſteriouſly ma- 


5 nag d, and the Secrecy added to the Strenzth of it. The Trouble I was 


ig, when Anger, inſtead of Grief, had the poſſaſllon of my Heart, is 
unexpreſſible: I cou'd not forgive his ſligliting me, as he did, tho? Roe 
© ſpet and Duty might before have kept him from the knowledge of his 
9%; good Fortune, So that now both his Treachery and lagratitade was 
manifeſt. But, think, Madam, what an Aggtavation it was, to find 
ziim ſo far from apprehending my Meaning, that he went immediately to 


” 
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lay what I cou'd not hinder : and ſo went out of my Cloſet into the 


1 
© 


he) in having the Priviledge of Entertaining the Queen as ling a4 you plcaſe; 


_ "5 ana 1 believe you will find more Pleaſure in it, I will leave 43: at A- 
verty ta go in ſearch of it; and you will do me a Kids not ta binder nit 10, 
I» .46 being 


Sa. | 


—— 


„ . 
 / Heing call d another Way om a very [32 Occaſion, And fo left him, and 
Went to his Miſtreſs, This freſh Provocation brought me into ſo much 
Confuſion, that I became almoſt as ſenſleſs, as if I'd been transform'd 
into a Statue. But by degrees re-aſſuming my Reaſon, my Diſcretion 
ptevail'd over my Weakneſs : My Anger, I confeſs, began to grow hot 
againſt the Counteſs of Rutland, but this Conficeration allay'd it, That 
*twas-her Beauty was her only Crime; and that ſhe was ignorant of any 
Conzern that I had for her Adorer. The Earl of Le:crfter came into my 
Preſence ſoon after, but perceiving me in ſem? Niſorder, and not dating 
to take notice of it, after a ſhort ſtay, he withdrew, | 
Not long before, I had ſent to Congratulate the King of Navar on his 
Acceſſion to the Crown of France; and being inform'd, that he wanted 
fome Aſſiſtance, I reſolv'd to ſupply him with ſome Forces, and ſend 
them under the Command of the Ear of £fcx, hoping that his abſence 
might work a Cure upon me. But tho' I flatter'd my ſelf at firſt, that 
| the reaſon why I won'd remove him, was the deſire I had to forget him; 
yet, to be ingenious in the Matter, I found it was rather a ſecret deſire 
of Revenge, by removing him out of the ſight of a. Rival that was ſo 
dear to him. The Matter being thus reſolv'd on, I haſten'd their being 
got ready; with all imaginable ſpeed I ſent for the Earl of Eſcx to at- 
tend me, To whom I deliver'd my Mind in this manner: I know you love 
Honour, and therefore believe you will not prefer the Pleaſure of Sighing before 9 
your Miſtreſs, to the Opportunities of acquiring Glory : And ſuch an Occaſion 
nom offers; for I am reſolvd you ſhall command the Troops I am ſending to tic 
French King's Aſſiſtance, And to fortifie your ſelf again ſt the Troubles of Ab- 
ſence, think of the Pleaſures your Return will yield yon. To which he reply'd WW 
in a languiſhing Tone, which was uſher'd in with a Sigh, How great a Paſ- 
fron ſcever I have for my Miſtreſs, 1 ſhall prefer the Honour of obeying your Com- 
mands before it. 3 | 
Soon after the Counteſs of Rutland (whom ſince I knew to be my Ri- 
val, I cou'd ſcarce bear the ſight of) deſfir'd my Permiſſion to retire a 
conſiderable Diſtance from London; to which I very readily conſented; 
_ ſhe had had the Mortification of ſeeing the Earl take his Leave 
of me. 
need not ſpeak of what follow'd his going into France, for all Europe 
foon rung with the Fame of his great Actions; and I cannot ſay, but that 
I was well enough pleas'd to hear him commended: I might well enough 
have recall'd him as ſoon as France was at quiet. But not being defir'd 
by him to do it, E order'd him to joyn Admiral Howard, whom I had 
then ſent for Spain And that I might not diminiſh his Honour, I gave 
him the like Commiſſion for this Expedition, as I did for that of France. 
And as he had before in that Kingdom, fo now he did Wonders In fi 
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and by his ſingle Valour frighted the Enemies: In brief, after he had ta- 


ken Cales, and pillag'd the Coaſt of Portugal, he put to Sea again, in order 
to return for England: But the Fleet was diſperſed by a dreadful Storm, 
inſomuch that we had News that the Earl of Eſſæ was loſt : Aud then it 
was that 1 became more ſenſible than ever of the Regard 1 had for him; 
and I cou'd not forbear accuſing the Sea for having reveng'd the Indiffe- 
rence he had for me, in too ſevere a manner. And it is impoſſible o ſay 
what I ſuffer'd for bim, whilſt J apprehended bim loft ; when News was 
brought me, that by the Aſſiſtance of the Admiral of Holland he was arri- 


ved at Plimonth; from whence ina very ſhort time he came to Court. 


But tho?1 bad ſoimmoderately griev'd at his ſuppoſed Death, and was 
tranſported with a thonfand Joys at the News of his being alive, and was 
extreamly pleas'd with the Report of his being come to Town, yet the 
Thoughts of my ſeeing him ſighiag for another, fill'd me with fo mach 
Jealouſie, that I had once reſolv'd to order him to give the Council an Ac- 
count of his Conduct, and not to admit him into my Preſence. But when 
I was about to put my Refolves in Execution, the Tendernefs } had for 
him, made all my Reſolutions flag, and I was forc'd to follow my Incli- 
nations, and ſee the moſt formidavie Enemy of my Repoſe. Aad when 
I admitted him into my Preſence, (maugre all the Coldneſs I intended to 
entertain him with) he ſaw nothing but Kindacts and Compiaifance in 
all my Actions. | 
But you will Wender to hear how agrecably i was HE d to find that 
his Abſence had wean'd his Affection from the Counteſs oi Hulud For 
he was now no longer the ſame languiſhing melancholy Man had bfr vd 


him to be before his Departure: He had the Air of an intire Satin tion 


in his Looks, and all his Actions brisk and gay. And I cou'd not ur 
think there were as many Smiles in his Face” (tho? the Counteſ; of Rutland 
was abſent) as 1 found Joy in my Heart, at the Explication he made: 7 


. ſee you again (aid I to him) return d with Victory; but tis now not in my Fom- 


er io reward your laſt Services with a ſight of the Co enteſs of Rutland. But if 
any thing I can do, can comfort you—— am eaſily comforted for her Avſence, 
(anſwer'd he very briskly) when I am permitted to ſee your Majeſty :I have ng 
Paſſion now, but for the Glory of ſerving your Majeſty ; and the Connefs of Rut- 
land & now no more than other Ladies of the Court, Are you uo longer in Love 
with the Counteſs of Rutland? (replied | between Hope and Fear) You hate 
ſpoken too fat. When you ſte her again.—— I ſee her again (ſaid he, inter- 
rupting me) it ſuall be without thoſe Tranſports I expreſt for her; no: forgetting 
the Reſpects due to your Majeſty— What, replied 1, are you not afraid of the 
Reproaches of a provoked Miſtreſs? No, Madam, (ſaid he, with an Air of 
perfect Freedom) I am only concern d to do my Duty, and, approve myſel} wor- 
thy of your Majeſty's Favours. — This, anſwer'd l, deſerves my Acknowledg- 
ments, and T ime ſhall let you ſee, I am not angrateful, 

| | x | R 2 After 
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Alter all this, I appeal to you, Madam, whether 1 had not Reaſon to 
delieve he was cured of his firſt Paſſion; which left me not without ſome 
| flattering Hopes, that time might make him entertain ſome Kindneſs for 
myſelf : And no wonder I comply'd with his Deſires {> far, as to permit 
him about a Week after to go into the Country about his own private 
Affairs, from whence in about ten Days, he return'd agiin, without fo 
much as any Symptom of his former Paſſion. IS 
In this State things remain'd till the Earl of Tyrone had rais d ſuch a 
Rebellion in Ireland, as made it neceſſary to ſend freſh Forces over thi- 
ther, to ſubdue them: And ſeeing the Earl of Eſeæ under a Neceſſity of 
going thither, I could by no means omit to let him know, that the King- 
dom was at his Command: And here [ muſt confeſs my Weakneſs, in 
making (ach a Declaration of my Love. And to let yon ſee that I wilt 


hide notking from you, I will here give you an Account of what at that 
time paſs'd between us. 


Upon the News of the Troubles in Ireland, he came and threw himſelf 
at my Fcet, and begg'd that the Quieting of that Diſturbance might be 
his Province. You have done enough already, ſaid I, and there's no Occaſion 
you food, vy expr/ing yourſelf to nem Dangers, oblige me to new Acknowledg» 

men's, — I belive, Madam, ſaid he, that th? Favour I beg, will be envy dme: We 

But I take the Bul-inefs to ſay, Your Majriſty cannot refuſe it me, without being 
in jurious to yourſei/;, ſince it may contribute to wy Meriting the Fa vour you have 
already hynoured me with == The Zeal yon expreſs for undFtaking great Ati» 

ens, reply'd I, may not poſſibly be ſo pleaſing as you imagine: And all the Ad- 
bl * that may redound to England thro your Valour, is leſs conſiderable than 
| | * the Trouble it occaſions me, who had rather har ard my Crown, than endanger your 
5 Life. I am ambitious, yet Ab! my Lord, ſave me the Con fu ſion ofa more par- 
if! ; ticular! Feplication,of what yon mig ht eaſily have long ſince under ſtood. I might per- 
ii haps preſume too furin my Wiſhes, ſays the Earl in ſome Diſorder, W:ſþ boldly, 
i  anſwer'dl, Ilove; and i, I th to tell you fo, bis not that I am either aſhamed 
or repent of it. Du may believe this a very hard Tack for a Perſon of my Huomur, 
wo have ſcen you ſign ſor another when at the ſame time I have lighted Kings for 
your fake, and would have ſacriſic' d more to your Satisfaction — What, adam 

(cry'd he, like a Man aſtoniſh'd) Have you lowd me ! And I been ſo un fortu- 

nate to make myſelf unworthy of your Kindneſs by thoſe Sighs I did diſcover ? Did 
my Eyes never teil you what I look d for in yours? faid I. I never had the 

Buldaefs, anſwered he, to mak ea Corftruftion of your Looks, Your Fear was the 

Effect of Indiffcrence, ſaid I; but no wore of what's pH. Tell me mw, Can you 

love me? Rather ak me, Madam, (anſwers he) if ail the Afetion of my Sou! 

can merit your Love? and wether the Earl of Leiceſter (whom you deſign t9 

make the happieſt Man upon Earth) ſhall not carry the Day from me ? The Earl 

of Leiceſter, (ſaid I) was but a Pretence to make you ſpeak: I told you then tru- 
: by, be TI of you : My Tronble for you was not ſmall, both in 7 
| Ale 
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Abſence, and ſince your Return : But all is forgotten. Be henteforth a I wiſh, 
and doubt not of being happy. — He ſeem'd to be diforder'd at what I had 
ſaid, which 1 imputed as an effect of his ſurprizing Joy; I now thought 
it time to be no longer ſcrupulous, for I had now gone ſo far that there 
was no retreating : And therefore added I, 7 will no longer keep you under any 
Uncertainty 3 but to convince you of the Truth of what I have ffoten, Take this, 
(ſaid I, delivering him a Ring, as the high Aſſurance of my Favour) keep 
it as a Pledge of my Kindwef, which I conjure you to preſerve in the State it isin ; 
And on that Condition, 1 promiſe 2 uc ver to deny you any thing you dt fire of me, 
when you ſhew me this Ring, tho" it coſt me my Life and my Fortune. 

At the receiving of this Ring, his Acknowledgments were ſuitable to 
ſo great a Favour; nor was he wanting in his Promiſes of as high a Na- 
ture. — But in a few Days after, he went for Ireland; and left me in 
the greateſt Aſſurances that his Paſſion was equal to mine. But he had 
not been long there, and was hardly got up to the Rebels, but he was re- 
preſented to me as one of the greateſt Traytors to my Crown and Dig- 
nity, and charg'd with ſuch Crimes, that I could not withſtand his m- 
priſonment, nor that of his Friend, the Earl of Southampton s. | 

You may ſave me the Labour, Madam, of telling you the reſt : His ob- 
ſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of Reſpect for my Orders, his imprifoning. 
my Miniſters, his murthering my Soldiers, and the intolerable Pride with: 
u hich all this was done, is but too well known. 

* Here the Queen ended her Diſcourſe; but this Recapitulation of what 
had paſs'd between her and E/cx, having reviv'd the Memory of her paſt 
Amours, wou'd not ſeffer her to put an end to her Troubles: Nor was 
the Counteſs of Nottingham without her Concern in this Matter ; for ſhe, 
as well as the Queen had entertain'd a fruitleſs Paſſiou for EH, and had 
employ'd all the Art ſhe was capable of, in raiſing in him the like Flame? 
And having now underſtood for what Reaſon ſke was lighted by him, ic 
alſo increas'd her Reſentments. And therefore all the Return that ſhe 
made to what the Queen had told her, was to expreſs a Zeal to her Ser- 
vice, and to perſwace her from having any farther Kindnefs for the Ea: 1. 
upon whoſe Ruin ſhe was v7nolly bent; as the Return ſhe thought he me. 


Y | * rited, for not anſwering the Pallion ſhe had formerly had for him. 


But tho' the Earl could not anſwer the Counteſos Deſire, no more tkan 
he had done the Queen's, yet the Coannteis had another Admirer, Secre- 
| tary Cecil, who in the midſt of his Gravity diſcover'd ſome Charms in: 

the Counteſs of Nottingham, that created in him a ſtrong Paſſion for her; 
and this Paſſion was increas'd in both, by the natural Hatred they had 
profeſt againſt theEarl of Efc.x,tho' from different Cauſes ; Cecil, becauſe 
he look d upon the Earl as the Obſtacle of his ambitious Pretenſions; 
and the Counteſs from that Rage and Ayetfioa that generally reſults from- 
that Love that's anfwer'd gith Neglect. They bath rejoyced ia the E2rt- 
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bf "Eff.x's Misfortunes, butwere both concern'd at the Queen'sſtill fa. 
fl yourable Inclinations for him. | WE 
For when the Counteſs had taken leave of the Queen, ſhe preſently re. 
pairs to Cccrl;-and acquaints him with all that had paſs d; and there they 
concerted the Meaſures that were to be taken for the Earl's Deſtruction, 
The firſt Step whereunto, was Cecils preſſing the Queen to bring Eſſex to 
a Trial; ard at the ſame time caus'd the News of his Death to he ſpread 
throughout the Kingdom. 9 ä 
ln the mean time the unfortunate Ex, was not without having his 
Thoughts exercis'd about his own Affairs; nor was it ſo much his Li & he 
- was ſollicitous about: Ke knew that he was belov'd of the Queen and knew 
tat it was not in his power to make her reciprocal returns: He ale 
knew as well he had deceiv'd her, and that ſhe might not oniy juſtly Re. 
proach him, but make him Sacrifice to her ſevereſt Sentimeunts. 
| As for the Queen, notwithſtanding all the black Charges againſt Ef. 
1 ſex, ſhe had fill ſuch a ſecret Inclination for him, that ſhe had neither the 
f Power nor the Will to give him up to his ill Fortune, without at leaſt ha- 
| 
| 


ving heard him herſelf: To which end ſhe took up a Reſolution to go to 
his Houſe, (where he was under Confinement) there to reproach him as lie 
deſerv'd; or elſe (which ſhe much rather deſir d) to find him innocent. 


| | In * Viſit, the Queen took that Care, that no Notice was ta- 


Ll ken of the Undecency of it; and was by her Confidents, privately intro- 
1 f ducd alone into the Chamber ot the beloved Criminal. "Wy 
"off The Earl was ſurpriz'd at the Queen's coming in, and Queen felt no WW 
lf ' fmall emotion in her ſelf at the ſeeing him there as a Priſoner ; But the 

Earl recovering himſelf, ſaluted her with a profound Reſpect; and then 


ſo ſteadily fixed his Eyes on ker, thatin ſpight of all ker Reſolutions, ſhe 
it could not forbear ſhedding fome Tears: Which as ſhe was drying up, 
"10 Well, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, you ſee what I do for you, notwithſtanding all the Crimes 
| with which I can reproach you, I come to hear what you have to ſayin your Fuſti- 
|  feation;, which I have lov'd you too mell,not to deſire you may be able to make it our. i 
j And wowd Heaven were pleas'd it might be purchas d with any the mot precio i 
| thing in my Power, — Madam, reply'd the Earl, ſighing, My great 1 
Crime is, that I thought myſelf too happy, Had you ſat down there, ſaid the 
Queen, I ſhould bave been too well plea,*d, to have complain d of you. But was W#+ 
it fo effential to your Happineſs, that you muſt deſtroy me to make you felf ſo? 
Or what need was there of your having Reconr ſe to violent Means, to make your 
ſelf happy of a Fortune, which I was willing to beſtow upon you, and to ſhare with ** 
you in? What Reaſon cou d you have, to ſceł the Proteition of the K ings of Scot- i 
land and Spain? Did any Intereſt oblige you to a ſecret Correſpondence with 
Tyrone? And was it for the Safety of my Perſon, you deſign d to make me your 
Slave and his? All you have done ſince to wy Subjects Againſt my Orders, 
are thoſe the Expreſſions of your Reſpeit ? Is it by Fury aud Treaſon you ſuem * | 
| Ze 
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Zeal for me and the Publick? Or, is all we have (cr a heas d zou but H- <8 
fron and Fancy ? Tie, Madam, reply'd the Earl, woſe Accuſations of Trta- * 
fons aud ill Deſigns, it was, that rum mne upca the Reſiſtance I have made, You 
have keen pleas'd to.beep Favours pon m; aud J (too grand of what ] ſa Jirtle 
deſerved ) flatter” d niy Jelf with Exptitation of a thouſand Pleaſures, which you 
had not avjolutely ſorvid me to hope for, This let Hane the Envy and Jealoujie of 
o:bers, againſt my good Formme, They abius your Alajeſty with Miſ-informa- 
tions: And I had the Fortune to be afſur'd, that your Majeſty had order'd me to be 
Arreſted, thi) my Tanocence wou'd nave perſwaded me to the contrary, I confeſs, 
Madam, I was in a Rage to ſee my Enemies inſult over me, and my ſelf aban- 
don d by your Majeſty, and on the Point of ſuffering perhaps a ſhameful Death. 1 
,thought it neither for my Reputation, nor your Majeſty's Honour, that I ſhoutd die 
= 45 4 Criminal. This put me upon having Recourſe to thoſe Succours and Aſſiſt an- 
| ces they reproach me with : And the Reſolution I tnok to g out of England, in 
hopes to confound my Accuſers, But I found al the Paſſages ſtopt; and mut a5- 
knowledge, in that deſperate Condition, I vented my Fury, by ſeeking Revenge on 
your Miniſters. They, Madam, and only they, were the Obje&+ of the Rebellion 
1 am charged with, 3 FRO 
The Earl ſaid many other Things to this purpoſe, which it wou'd take 
up too much room to inſert here. Let it ſuffice, that by his Paſſionate 
” Diſcourſes, he work'd the Queen into ſo good Opinion of him, that ſhe 
* told him, ſhe would cauſe a Council to be call'd on purpoſe within two 
Days time, wherein ſhe would declare him innocent, afndreſtore him to 
his former Imployments: Leaving Efe, and going away very well ſa- 
tis ſfied, with what had paſs'd between em. The Queen was fully refolv'd 
upon what ſhe had promis'd Ef{cx, and the next Morning ſent for Cecil, 
the Counteſs of Nottingham at the ſame time waiting on her; to whom 
ſhe imparted her Reſolution, and order'd Cecil to ſummon a Council to 
that end, aſſuring them ſhe had inconteſtible Reaſons tor ſo doing, This 
made Cecil and the Counteſs look one upon another, as Perſons whoſe 
Projects for the Earl's Deſtruction were now abortive, aud all their Hopes 
were giving up the Ghoft : They ſaw the Qneen was inflexible in her 
Reſolutions ; and tho? both Cecil and the Counteſs had ſpoke to the Queen 
to divert her from her Reſolution, yet they ſaw *twas to no purpoſe; . 
and Cecil was forc'd to order an extraordinary Call of the Council. 


The End of the Fir Part. 
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THE 


Hiſtory of Queen ELIZABETH, 


AND HER, 


Great Favourite the Earl of Eſſex, c. 
Tuhye Sefond Part. 


W E. left the Earl of Eſſex his Affairs in a very promiſing Condi- 


— 


tion: The Queen was reconcil'd to him, and had promis'd 

before two Days were paſt, to declare him innocent, and to re- 
ſtore him to all his Honours and Commands: And Secretary Cecil (to his 
great Mortification) was conſtrained to order an extraordinary Call of 
the Council to that end. But, alas! ſuch is the Viciſſitude of all humane 
Things, that oftentimes ſome intervening Accident or other, ſoon ren- 
ders all our faireſt Hopes abortive: And when we have the cleareſt Views 
of an approaching Happineſs, ſome unforeſeen Event does in a Moment 
plunge us into the deep Abyſs of irretrievable Miſery. And ſo it hap- 
pen'd with the Earl of Efex ; for when his Enemies thought his good For- 
tune was on the very Point of being reconcil'd to him, that fickle G:dd:Ff; 
on a ſudden declar'd for his Enemies, and crown'd all their Deſigus for 
his Deſtruction, with an unexpected Succeſs. 

For as the Queen was going to the Council, in order to declare the 
Earl of Efex innocent, word was brought her, that the Counteſs of Rut- 
land deſir'd to wait upon her. The Queen, remembring what was paſt, 
cou'd not hear her Name without bluſhing ; and thinking it not a proper 
Seaſon, andwithal ſome what unlucky, was about to put off the Counteſs 
to another time: But ſhe having not us'd to deny Acceſs to any, and 
knowing the Counteſs of Rutland was a Lady of the firſt Rank, both for 
Honour and Eſtate, ſhe commanded ſhe ſhou'd be admitted: Whereupon 
the Counteſs preſently came in; and, tho? her Dreſs was careleſs, her 


was moving and conſpicuous in the midſt of all: As ſoon as ſhe came in, 
ſhe threw herſelf at the Queen's Feet, and with a Tone that denoted the 
Extremity of her Grief, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I aw « humble Petitioner to im- 
plore your Majeſty's Compaſſion for the unfortunate Earl of Eſſex. For the Earl 
of Eſſx, Mad im! (anſwer'd the Queen, with ſome Surprize) How came 
your oncern d for him, who bath quitted you with ſo much Indifference, after ſo 
many 


Looks were melancholy, and her Eyes were languiſhing; yet her Beauty 
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many Promiſes of extraordinary Kindneſs ? I expected you were rat her come to 
jeyn your Reſentments with mine, that you might thereby revenge the Injury dome to 
your Beauty. No Madam (replyd the Counteſs) 1r's nor the Tranſports of a 
forſaken Miſtreß, that has brought me into your Majeſty's Preſence , but the ten- 
der Affection due from a Virtuous Wife to 4 Huchand that ſhe dearly loves : In beg- 
ing for the Earl of Eſſex, I beg for mine: This Confeſſion may perhaps aggravate 
our Gnilt; but it is no time for them to dally, who ave on the Bank of 4 Precip:ce. 
1own, Madam, that after « thoaſand Croſſes, we had that tender Kindnef for 
each other, that we married privately, contrary to that Reſpect due from us to your 
Majeſty : This, Madam, and this only with bis fear of yur joſt Indignation, 
put the Earl of Eſſex upon ſeeking Refuge om of your Dominions : He thoug!t it 
fit I ſhonld go out of them, but never entertain a Thonght of conſpiring againit your 
Majeſty: Homever, this has ruin d us; aud if you protect not an anformnase Per- 
ſon, whom you have ſo much hon d, be ij irrecoverably loft. Conſider, I be- 
ſeech you, Madam, That a few Drops of Blood at your Diſpoſe, and 4 poor Life 
you are Miſtreſs of, are not a ſuitable Revenge to the G rændem of a Queen acor'd 
for many Vertues, but mo#T of all for her Cleminey. 3 

The Queen was ſtruck with ſo great a Sur prize at the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, that the Counteſs met with no Interruption in hat ſhe had 
2 Mind to ſay : But, O what a Heart-rending Piece of News was this, to 
one that had promiv'd herſelf all the Satisfaction that a pleaſing Reconci- 


# lation with the Man ſhe loy's, cou'd afford her! What Grier? and Anger 
muſt ſach a Diſappointment raiſe ; eſpecially in a Soreraiga Qin, pat- 
ſionately in Love, and naturally haughty and high-ſpirited, to ice her ſelſ 


thus barbarouſly betray'd ? And not to find it ont till tae rery Moment 
that ſhe was going to advance him to the higheſt Pigacle of Honour, thro 
an over-fond and blind Credulity! Yet was ſhe unwilling the Countsis 


$ ſhould know any thing of her Grief; and therefore fixing ber Eyes upon 


her, with a Coudttenance full of Anger and Severity, The Lic you beg 
me, ſaid ſhe, 5s not in wy Power : The Peers are bis Judges. As, aun. 
(laid the ſorrom ful Qpuateſs) Aly Heubad is 102 if you ger l tt; £9: i 
Fury; their Jealoaſie will do what Juſtice canner, — Why ſroxid you tron: 
yourſelf, ſaid the Queeo, if be bt wot gau? -— The" 1 am very [arc de if invs - 
cent, reply d the Counteſs, yer your cruel Adinifters are not difpes'd 11 belies 
*t, Let me intreat you, Madam, if your Majeſty will graut me uo mort, * be pt 
into the ſane Priſon with him. I aus as criminal as be, and perhaps nate I wiſo 
it were in my Power to grant your Deſires, (aid the Queen, but common Policy 
forbids it; You may, From pleaſe, wait bis Fate and your om. in « Chamber in 


thus Palace. Ab, Madam! the la Favorr I beg of you (ſaid the Counteſ 
1, That I may be put into Irons ; and what cax you fear Fm a Grief without 
Power ? — 1 fear being troubled with it; and 1 will be obe a, anſwer'd the 
Queen, in a tranſport of Anger, and fo left her; giving Order for her 
being put under Guards in a Chamber. | 


Eo It 


[ 18 ] 


it was eafie to ſee that the Fury of the Queen, by ſeeing herſelf decei. 


ved by him, wan had the chief Aſcendant in her Soul, was heighten'd t0 
2 degree of Madneſs ; All her Tenderneſs was now forgotten, and Re- 
venge, and giving him up to to the Severity of Juſtice, now took up all 
ber Thovghts : Deatb, cry'd fhe, but to herſelf, h be thr Reward of hi 


u gralitade; aud wi make bis Puniſhment an Example to the whole World, 
Witheth'« Reſolution, ſhe came to the auncil: When, ſhe had decla. 


red her ſelt, the Peers were nam'd for trying the Earls of Efex and South. 


p ν. Yet in this exerting of her Ju'tice, ſhe could not for bear mix. 
ins ſome a morous Sighs, and the Agitation of her Soul, was ſufficiently 
gitcernatve: For ſne withdrew from the Council under very great Troy. 
ble, and would admit of none into her Preſence for ſever al Days after. 
Cecil was ſtrangely furpriz'd to hear the Queen declare her ſelf againſt 
Fc, whom he verily believ'd ſhe was reſolved to pardon : And tho” he 
knew not the occaſion of this Change, he cou'd not conceal the Satisfacti. 
on he took in it, but forthwith repairs to the Counteſs of Nottingham, 
and made her a Partaker of the ſame Joy: Yet could they think it not 
compleat, while E was only a Priſoner in his own Houſe : And there- 


tore reh d toſtrite while the [ron was hot, and get an Order from the 


Queen for patting him in the Tower of London; which: as it was then 
eahly obtain'd, was as ſpeedily executed. | 
The Eul, vho according to the Queen's Promiſe expected to have been 


ſet at Liberty, not knowing any thing that had paſs'd, was ftrangely 1 


ſurpriz'd to find himlelf under a ſtraiter Confinement ; and therefore 
prepur'd for the worſt that might happen; reſolving to bear his Misfor- 
mnnes with that Reſolution and Fortitude that had always accompanied 
him The Counteſs his Lady having no Comfort but her Tears, nor Com- 
pany but her diſmal Apprehenſions, endeavour'd from the Compaſſion of 
her Guards to learn ſomewhat of her Husband's Condition; and by them 
the was told that his Judges were appointed, and that he was remov'd to 
the Tower: Upon this ſhe ſolicited her Guards, by the powerful Charms 
of Gold, to bring her to a fight of her Husband, proteſting ſhe neither 
deſign'd her own Liberty nor her Husband's, but only a few Minutes of 
private Diſcourſe with him; which thro? the irreſiſtable Operation ofthat 
Sovereign Metal, they both undertook and effected, by: the help of their 
Companions in the Tower. 

Fhe unfortunate Earl (that knew nothihg of what happen'd at Mit- 
dall) being told he was in a few Days to appear before his Judges, expected 
the end of his Misfortunes with a Conſtancy worthy of him; and in the 
mid of his AftiQions comforted himſelf with this, that his Counteſs be- 

ing retir'd iato Scotland, was out of Danger; and therefore was the. more 
torpriz'd to ſee her there: Ab, Madam, ſaid he, How-am / diſappacnted i 
aue chigfe ſi of my Hepes ! I little (hong li 0 jee-you in this fatal Place; n = the 

| | | s 
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Name of Wonder, had Power to bring you hither? My G rief and wy Card: 
have brought me hither, re ply'd the Counteſs. Your Guards | Whiz Madam, 
are you the Qu2ts's Priſorer? ſaid the Earl, Yes, ſaid ſhe, and the Onten i ſo 
angry we arc pail Hope. I mas, c you d. ſif'd me, raining to a Place of Safety, 
but the News of your Death put a Stop to my Journey; for thy it was not in my 
Power to delivtr yo out of your Troubles, yet 1 thought it iy Duty 10 fhare thens 
with you. This made re prejent myſel? to the Queen, and jcek to move her Come 
paſſion ; but alas! fhs inexuravle. Ab, adam, lad the Earl, zou have ru 
ind us beyond retrieving : But had rin yu apneas'd, I nad been nom at Liverty \, 
for by a dexterous Management, I had regain'd the Queen's Favour , bur now ſhe 
knows I am married, there remains no m'r2 Hopes. is i npoſſiole to deſcribe 
the Affliction the Counteſs was in, at theſe Words; ſhe iamerited the Sin 
of her Ignorance in the moſt pathetick Terms imaginable : Aad after ha- 
ving [{triv'd to out- rival one another in their Tenternels tor each other, 
they were parted by their Guards, amidſt thoſe meltiug Tears that would 
have mov d a Heart of Marble. 

Soon after this, follow'd the Tryals of the Earls of EW and Sourbamp- 
ton; but the Queen did not, as it was believ'd ſhe wou'd, comprcheud 
the Counteſs of Efex in her Husband's Impeachment. It will not wit 
with our intended Brevity, to relate the Tryal at large, Bit in ſhort, 

the Priſoners were charg'd with holding a C iminal Correſpondence with 
the Kings of Scotland and Spain; that they had ſecret Allyance with Ty- 
W 7o0ne, and laid a Plot againſt the Queen's Authority: To which the Earls 
made 2 very ſtout and reſolute Defence. Cecil, tho” a politick Man, diſ- 
coverd too much the Malignity of his Intentions, and ſhew'd himſelf 
not only a ſevere Judge, but a moſt inveterate Enemy; Effcx ſaw well e- 
nough his Animoſity, but anſwer'd it with a reſolute Slight, and an un- 
daunted Conſtancy : Yet for all the brave Defence he made, hz was con- 
demaed with the Formalities uſed on ſuch Occaſions ; and Sentence of 
Death paſſed upon them, which was pronounced by the Lord High - te- 
ard, The Earl of Zfex was not at all movedTor himſelf, but was very 
much concern'd for the Earl of Southampton, only for his Love to him, 
was brought under the ſame Condemnation, and interceeded to the 

Judges on his behalf with the greateſt Tenderneſs. 
When the Queen underſtood what had paſs'd, ſhe gave ſecret Orders 
to defer their Execution; finding it very difficult to raiſe Diſpleaſuce to 
an even Pitch with her Tenderneſs. And Cecil then trembled to find the 
Sentence he had heard pronounced with ſo much Pleaſure, delay'd by the 
Queens Pity: Nor was the Counteſs of Notringuam's Trouble lefs on that 

Account. 

The Queen being feaſible that *twas only the long Friend hip the Earl 
of Southampton had for Efex, was his greateſt Cricne; and that the Proofs 
Aàgainſt him were but flight, granted him his ky rdon at his Friends — 
| 4 3 re: 
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re: The News of which being brought to the Earlof Eſex; he, like; 
brave and generous Soul, ſincerely proteſted, That nom be fhosld dye wit, 
Setz/att io ana Contens, ſinoe the Queen by her Pardon had own'd Southamy. 
ton's Innocence, | 

But while the Earl of Eſex with an undaunted Conſtancy, expected the 
Cataſtrophe of his Tragedy, his Counteſs was inform'd that he was exe. 
cuted ; which filled her with ſo great Sorrow, that the whole Court wa; 
ited with her Lamentations ; of which the Queen herſelf was not igno- 
rant, tho fac was unconcern'd : Ler her cry, ſaid ſhe to the Counteſs of 
Notingoam, fre wilt ſhed many more to wipe owt the Score of thoſe Tears ſhe hath 
£05? me, The Counteſs was well enough pleasd at what the Queen ſaid, 
and trove more to irritate, than allay her Anger: Which that ſhe might 
the better keep up, ſhe made a hypocritical Viſit to the Counteſs of Eſex, 
dot to condoie her unfortunate Circumſtances, but rather to render her 
more miſerable; For tho? ſhe found her in ſo deplorable a Condition, that 
fre fell every Minute into the Arms of the Women about her for very 
Weakneſs, and recover'd herſelf only to lament the more pitifully, yet 
the Counteſs of Nottingham beheld all with ſo much Unconcernedneſs as 
f:ewed tie Hardgeſs of her Heart. However, that ſhe might find out 
the Myſteries of their Love, ſhe urged the Counteſs to make a Relatiog 
of it; which ſhe did at large; by which the cruel Counteſs irritated the 
Anger of the Queen ſo much the more againſt the Earl of Eſex; but 
there was one thing that troubled the Counteſs of Not ingham extreamly, þ 
which ſhe had firſt heard fram the Queen, and aftewards confirmed by 
the Counteſs of Eſea, and that was, that the Earl had a Ring ſrom the 
Queen, which whenever he ſent to her ſhe promiſed to deliver him. This 
Secret ſhe imparted. to Cecil, to whom alſo it gave a terrible Diſturbance; 
for while he kept that, they looked upon the Earl as the Maſter of his 
own Fortunes. And therefore they both reſolyed to watch the. Earl ſo 
narrowly that be fhould give it to none to deliver it to the Queen, with- 
vat their Knowledge; and ſo to corrupt the Perſon that was to carry it 
to the Queen, that it ſhould never be given to her. 

The Plot being thus. laid betwixt them, the Counteſs of Nottingham 
goes to the Queen to incenſe her what ſhe could againſt Eſſex, tells her 
all ſhe had heard from his Counteſs; and then aggravates all againſt him; 
puts the Queen in mind of his plotting againſt her Authority, his great 
Hypocrifie, in pretending to be cur'd of his Paſſion for the Counteſs of 
Futlend, when he had privately married her; his giving himſelf wholly; 
up to the Plcaſures of it, while. he pretended to be entirely at her 
Devotion ; and his Pride in not ſubmitting himſelf to her, in the greateſt 
calamity, and. under the hourly expectation of Death, Theſe things the 
Counteſs preſſed fo warmly, that tha Queen. thought herſelf ſo abſolute. 
z dliſtrels of her Reſolutions, that ſhe doubted not but the could ee Hr 


* 
die. And yet ſhe no ſooner thought fo, but the pleaſing Idea of the Fart, 


his emineut Services, his great Merit, but eſpecially the natural Inclina- 


tion ſhe had for him, would preſentlyinſpire her with more gentle Re- 
ſolutions. Thus the Counteſs left the Queen to her own reſtleſs and un- 
eaſie Thoughts until the Morning. And if the Queen had but little reſt 
that Night, the Countefs of Nottingham had not much more: Both were 
alike reſtleſs, but for different Reaſons; the one agitated by Love, the 
other by Revenge. 

In the Morning following, the Counteſs, as ſhe uſed to do, waited on 
the Queen, You find me, ſaid the Queen, ina lamentable Condition, and 
without you can apply ſome better Cordials to me, I ſhall ſcarce endure- 
it much longer. The Wretch to whom I owe all that I ſuffer, is conti- 
nually in my Mind, which has fram'd the moſt pltiſul Idea of his pretnt: 
Condition imaginable: And ſhall Ido nothing for him in ſuch an Extrea- 
mity ? Shall L ſuffer him to periſh, as if I had no more Regard for him 
than another, when I have declar'd' to him 1lov'd him? Will it not: 
be an eternal Reproactrto me to have forfaken him, when it was is wy 
Power to have ſav'd him ? — Whatever your Majeſty all pleaſe to do 
in his Favour, anſwered the Counteſs of Nottingham, will be the effect 
yovr pure Generoſity, ſince he hath not in the leaſt ſolicited any Favour 
from you. Indeed if he petition'd, your Bounty would then be look d 
upon as an effect of your Commiſeration, and of his Submiſſion ; but now 
it will proceed purely from your own Goodneſs, Theſe Words touch'd 
the Queen in her moſt tender Part; and affected what the revengefu! 
Counteſs aim'd at, which was to ſet the Queen againſt him: So that the 
Queen having blufti'd and continu'd filent for a little while, began again 
thus: I muſt own to all for this ungratoful Man, withont putting him to 
the coſt of one Sign of Repentance, is to approve his Pride; | fee he 
would have my Kindneſs do all, and without any Reflections on the Ou; 
rages he heth done me, believes | think myſelf ſufficiently recompeace2 : 
in holding the Executioner's Hand. No doubt, /aid the Counteſs, but he 
will trivmph over that Goodneſs your Majeſty always made appear to him. 
Had he been carry'd from the Bar to the Scaffold, had you given him a 
Sight of that Scene of Death, and pardon'd Southampton, without reſpiting 
the other's Execution, be would Ve been glad to have petition'd for Mer- 


cy: But he knows the Power he has over yon: and pretends that by re- 


ceiving a Pardon he vouchſafes not to petition for, the World will believe 
him innocent. But, Madam, if things be carried on thus, what will be 
thought of the Juſtice of the Kingdom? What will the World judge ed 
your. Majeſty? And if the Earl of Eftx without ackdowledging lis 
Crimes ſees himſelf at Liberty, will it not be. ſaid, That the Queen ot 

England is not ſo diſcreet as Fame reports her. 
It mas at this unhappy Junctute that Cacil came to wait upon the Qeer, 
2241 
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Aud corroborated all that zhe Connteſs of Nottingham had ſpoken, making 
-uſe of all the Eloquence he was Maſter of, to let the Queen know ſhe was 
concern'd to order the Earl of Eſtx's Execution: inſomuch that the 
Queen in a Pet, conſented that he ſhould be executed ſuddenly. And 
Cecil to be ſore would loſe no time in carrying her Orders to thoſe that 
pere to be the fatal Executors of it. . 1 
The Earl of Efex had not indeed hitherto petitlon'd for a Favourwhich 
he thought the Queen's Goodneſs would of itſelf have beſtowed upon him, 
But when he beheld himſelf at the Point of being carried to the Scaffold, 
he reſolv'd to implore her Mercy; and to put het in mind of her Promi- 
ſies and Oaths. And tho he knew the Counteſs of Nottinghaw had no great 
Kindneſs for him; yet he knew alſo ſhe was the Queen's Favourite and 
Coniident, and believ'd ſhe retain'd Generoſity enough to oblige him in this 
important Mediation; and therefore ſent to deſire the Favour of a Viſit 
from her. The Counteſs uneaſie till ſhe knew the Cauſe of his Requeſt, 
vent immedihtely to him without acquainting the Queen, To whom the 
Zarl addreſs'd himſelf thus: | 
Can you, Madam, pardon the moſt unfortunate Man in the World, the Trouble 
be gives you at a Time when ke has no Cauſe to flatter himſelf you have any Re- 
mains of Kindneſs for him ? Tet nothing can now be of greater Advantage to me 
than your Protection. I am not ignorant of the Power you have over the Queen; 
and woald you be pltas d to joyn it to my repentant Sorrow for having offended her, 
1 doubt not bat we may prevail much: Tell her then, Madam, continu d the Earl, 
putting his Knee to the Ground, that you have ſeen me in tbis ſuppliant Poſture, 
full of Grief, for having deſerved her Hatred, Reſtore her this RI N G 
which 1 have kept, and intreat her to remember her the Promiſes ſhe made, 
when ſhe gave it me. I beg my Life by this Pledge, and ſpe cannot deny me, with- 
out forgetting her Oaths. I can no longer look upon my Life as a thing pleaſing to 
me; but a mijerable Wife andthe Intereſt of a Son, preſs me to continue it as long 
a ican, I cannot think the Innocency of the one, or Infancy of the other, needs 
my Juſtication. The Favour to he begg d of the Queen is for me alone. 
. It is not eaſie to imagine with what Tranſports of Joy ſhe beheld the 
- Earl, when he truſted her with that Ring, the Power whereot ſhe had 
ſo much dreaded, and which Cecil alſo was ſo much afraid of. And there- 
fore ſhemade no Scruple to promiſe the Earl what great things ſhe would 
uo on this Occeſion for him, tho? ſhe never in the leaſt intended it; aſ- 
ſuring him ſhe would go directly to the Queen, and uſe her utmoſt Power 
with her in his Favour, | 
Having left the Earl, the cruel Woman, inſtead of going to the Queen, 
went directly to Cecil, and gave him the pleaſing Relation of what had palt 
between her and the Earl, who was over-joycd to ſee in his Power- e 
ſole Obſtacle againſt Eſtx's Death, and then they went both toget 0 
the Qucen, who enquiring how Efex receiv'd her laſt Orders? He u Ken 


* 
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ver more haugluy in his Liſe, 43 Cecil; he cannot prevail with bimſelf tg 
ew'the leaft-Sign of Repemiance : He thinks of nothing but his Wife, and ſhe 6 N 

the ſole Subjelt of his Diſcourſe to thoſe that go to him. Let him dye then, let him fo 15 


7 


be periſh, ſaid the Queem very angrily, /ince he will have it ſo; Let me be ea#d of 
nd the tormenting Uncerta:nties I am under. I am no longer againit his Execution. 
Cecil thirſted too mnch after the Earl's Blood, to let the Queen have the: 
| leaſt time for Reflection. So that while the Earl of Eſex was expecting the 
ch - . 
| Iſſue of the Counteſs of Nottingham's unfaithful Promiſes, a Scaffold was 
1 ſet up in the Tower for his Execution, to avoid the Effects of executing 
d, publickly a Man ſo much beloved by the People, 
_ So great was his Preſence of Mind, that he betrayed not the leaſt Weak- 
as neſs in the utwoſt extremity, nor could any Man go to his Death with 
A more Conſtancy and Reſolution. Nor did he murmur in the leaſt againſ 
- the Queen, tho he might with Juſtice: enough have reproach'd her with 


Breach of her Promiſes. He mounted the Scaffold with a becoming Bold- 
neſs, and undreſſed himſelf with a chearful Countenance, recommending. 
his Family to the ſe about him. And drawing Tears from the Eyes of all 
the Beholders, he en {cd that laſt AR of his Life withont ſo much as giving 
way to have his Eyes cover'd, as if he was afraid to look upon Death: 
And had his Head ſever d from his Body at one Blow. Thus dy'd the great 
Earl of E, the moſt beloved Favourite of Queen Elizabeth : He was 
certainly one of the accompliſh'd Perſons in the World; and would have 
been too happy, had not Love had too great an Aſcendant over him: 

Tho? the Queen provok'd to a ith of Anger by the falſe Reports of: 
Cecil, had conſented to his Execution, yet ſhe ſoon after repented of her: 
Reſentments,and refolv'd to pardon him, ſending an Officer of her Guards 
to ſtop their Proceedings: But Cecil e as aware of this, and had been ton 
quick for her, ſo that the Meſſenger came too late, for the Fart was altes- 
dy executed; which was the Account the Meſſ:nger carry'd back to the 
Queen. And then it wasg'ſhe#cou:d no longer contain herſelf within the. 
Bounds of Moderation, but broke ont into the Extre ms of Grief : Cecil, 
(cry'd ſhe out) what Miſchief hath , barbarous Atul aud crael Impatienct 
done me? Breaking out idto ſuch mourutal Lamentations, that ine would. 
endure neitter the Careſſes nor the Comſor ts of aaꝝ about her. hut tho! 
the Queen moura'd, Cecil was pleas'd he Ac οννhliſh'd his end; aud the 
cruel Countets of Vorringham exulted in the Revenge ſhe had taken of a 
Man that 1 or Charms. 'Y 

But the.Griet of the Counteſs of Eſæ was ſo greatzit i: impoſ3ible to be 
deſcrib d. The moſt obdurate ber "ach — 2 — wit Com- 
paſſion for her. The Queen, who Anger was dead with the Earl, fent 
to comfort her, aſſuring her Me was at Liberty, azad mig dtſpoſe of 
Her Husband's Lſtats as lhe pleaſed. 7 7 
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i keep her Pity to berfelf, (aid the to the 

Queen's Meſſenger, ſbe hath robbe d me of all I car d to live for ; nor can ſhe e- 

ver repair the Aiſchief ſhe hath done me, But the Earl's Friends took ber 

from London, in hopes that Time might mltigate her Grief. | 
The Queen herſelf only languiſh'd out the reſt of her Days, having on- 


1y this to comfort her for the Death of Eſer, that he ſlighted her to the 


laſt, and wou'd never make her any Submiſſion. 
The Counteſs of Nottingham did not long triumph in her Revenge. A 
violent Sickneſs brought her within view of the Horrors of Death; and 


then Remorſe of Conſcience for her Wickedneſs and Cruelty tormented 
ber. The Ghoſt of that brave Earl, whoſe Death was the effect of her 


Perfideouſneſs, was always before her. And being at the point of Death, 


could not make her Exit without revealing her perfideous Actions to the | 
Queen; and after having begg'd one Moment's Audience, ſhe contel; 

fer and perſelf, how ſhe ſirſt loved him, 

and then hated him; aud then declar'd her Perdeouſneſs in keeping the 
Ring which he gave her to carry to the Queen with the moſt humble Sub- 


miſſions; and therewith gave the Queen the Ring; who at this Relation 


had ſcarce Life enough to receive it. And turning to the expiring Coun- 


teſs, with a Look full of the higheſt Indignation, Perfidious Wretch, ſaid 
ſhe, what Remor ſe hat thou expos'd me to? Whetber Heaven welt pardon thy 
Crimes I know not 5 but ſure I am 1 ſhall never forget them, Having thus ſaid, 
the Queen left her, and the Counteſs died ſoon after. — This Diſco- 


very did ſo greatly renew the Queen's Grief for Eſſex his Death, that the 
Queen died ſoon after it. 25 = 
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